


Memo
To:           Interested Parties
From:      Carrie Severino, Judicial Crisis Network
Date:        9/15/2014
Re:           Chris Christie’s Failed Record of Judicial Nominations  

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie is scheduled to visit South Carolina this week, his latest stop in a nationwide tour that has included Iowa and New Hampshire.  As he has elsewhere, I expect Christie to advertise himself as a conservative.  But don’t let him fool you: When it comes to the appointment of judges, one of the most important issues impacting the citizens of his state, Christie’s actions simply have not matched his rhetoric.
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My organization recently surveyed likely 2016 Republican primary voters in South Carolina to learn more about their views on judicial nominations.  A memo summarizing the results is attached, but here are two of the most important findings:
1. After being informed that the next president could appoint as many as three justices to the U.S. Supreme Court, the survey finds that 98% of Republican primary voters in South Carolina believe it is very important that the next president appoint judges with a record of basing their decisions on the Constitution and the law as it is written.
2. Of those surveyed, 66% said they would be more likely to vote against Chris Christie after learning that he broke his promise to fix his state’s liberal supreme court by appointing justices who follow the rule of law, choosing instead to nominate several liberal judicial activists.
As we explained in our web video, online at www.christiebadonjudges.com, New Jersey’s Supreme Court has been one of the most activist courts in the nation. The court’s liberal rulings have wreaked havoc on state finances and caused New Jersey’s property taxes to be the highest in the country.

Over and over, Governor Chris Christie promised he would change the court by appointing judges who respect the rule of law. Over and over, he broke his promise.

Christie has had five openings on the New Jersey Supreme Court, enough to build a new majority, but the court remains liberal. Christie appointed a Chief Justice who is such a liberal Democrat that he was mentioned as a potential Barack Obama nominee to the US Supreme Court.

Christie responded to this criticism with name-calling and bullying.  He has even tried to whitewash his record by claiming that his nominees were conservative.  But the facts speak for themselves.    

We challenge him to criss-cross the country defending his "conservative" nominee Bruce Harris, who had to admit in his confirmation hearings that he had hardly ever stepped into a courtroom, but whose shrewd legal mind had concluded opposition to same sex marriage was equivalent to slavery and segregation.

Or his nominee Lee Solomon, who opposed parental notification for minors seeking abortions and was once endorsed by Pro Choice New Jersey.

And if he supports judges who embrace the rule of law, why did he endorse Obama’s liberal Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor?

Important issues like Obamacare are at stake in our courts. The next President of the United States may get to appoint as many as three Supreme Court nominees, a new majority.

Visit www.ChristieBadonJudges.com.  Tell Governor Christie we need leaders who will appoint judges who respect the rule of law.
 




